
 
 

GROUP TOUR IDEAS WHEN VISITING EAGAN, MINNESOTA 

 

Eagan, Minnesota has 15 incredible hotels (and Holiday Inn Express opening June 2016 making 

16 hotels) all offering free on-site motor coach parking with close proximity to both downtown 

St. Paul and Minneapolis.  Featuring easy freeway access and free parking, Eagan’s hotels are all 

within a 10-minute drive of Mall of America® and countless other Twin Cities attractions.  The 

Eagan Convention & Visitors Bureau offers Meet & Greet services and gift bags for each 

person in the group.  Eagan offers the lowest lodging tax rates in the Twin Cities area which adds 

up to more savings for your group.   

 

Twin Cities Premium Outlet opened here in Eagan on August 14, 2014, with more than 100 

upscale outlet shops with Saks Fifth Avenue Off 5th brand anchoring the complex. As the largest 

outlet mall in the Upper Midwest, Twin Cities Premium Outlets feature covered walkways for 

enjoyable year-round outdoor shopping.  Plus, there is no sales tax on clothing or shoes in 

Minnesota! 

 

Wabasha Street Caves/Down In History Tours Come hear and see the history of these 

sandstone caves.  You will explore the original mines cares and see the finished caves (once a 

romantic night club called The Castle Royal).  Hear the legends of the mobster massacres and 

ghostly lore in this most unique setting.  This is a 45-minute walking tour which is handicap 

accessible. 

 

Marjorie McNeely Conservatory and Como Zoo.  Tropical Encounters is one of their many 

exhibits and offers a total emersion experience which allows guests to visit an authentic neo-

tropical rainforest and explore the relationships between plants and animals.  The conservatory is 

home to the beautiful sunken gardens and seasonal flower displays making this a must-see 

anytime of the year.  One of the many exhibits at Como Park Zoo and Conservatory is the Gorilla 

Forest.  This exhibit features seven gorillas all housed in the largest all-mesh gorilla enclosure in 

North America. 

 

Padelford Packet Boat Company.  Step aboard the Jonathan Padelford, one of the few truly 

authentic sternwheelers on the Mississippi River.  Spot bald eagles, egrets, herons and falcons as 

you travel back in time from St. Paul’s bustling downtown harbor through the Mississippi 

National Great River Park.    

 

Historic Fort Snelling (National Historic Landmark).  Built in the early 1820’s, Historic Fort 

Snelling is a great place to learn about military history from before the Civil War through World 

War II, fur trade history, slavery in Minnesota, the U.S.-Dakota war of 1862 and much more.  Its 

location – at the junction of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers – has been significant for 

centuries to many American Indian communities.   

 

Landmark Center.  Built in 1902, this building originally served as the Federal Courthouse and 

Post Office for the upper Midwest.  One of the most popular tours is the Gangster Tour. 



Imagine that you're living in St. Paul's tumultuous era of prohibition and gangsters.  The Gangster 

Tours are enhanced by costumed guides who adopt the personae of the infamous gangsters who 

resided in St. Paul during the 1930s and whose path took them (perhaps unwillingly) into the 

Federal Court House (now Landmark Center).  Told with humor, accuracy and liveliness, these 

tours educate about the life and times of people like “Ma” Barker, Alvin “Creepy” Karpis, John 

Dillinger and his moll Evelyn Freschette, and more. Many of them were held in the third floor 

Detention Room, were tried in Courtroom 317, or faced down J. Edgar Hoover's G-men on the 

front steps.    

 

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.    The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum features 1,137 acres 

of natural areas, public gardens and thousands of plant labels designed to inspire ideas for 

visitors' own backyards.  With specialty gardens, demonstration areas, and more than 5,000 plant 

species and varieties, the Arboretum has become one of the premier horticultural field 

laboratories and public display areas in the country. Explore this amazing 1,137 acre horticultural 

garden and arboretum on foot, on your bus, or on the Trumpet Creeper open-air tram. 

 

Guthrie Theater.  Explore this world-renowned theater and take a walk on the “endless bridge”, 

a glass-enclosed walkway jutting out to offer breathtaking views of the Mississippi river and the 

Stone Arch Bridge.  For groups wanting a more in-depth look at what goes on behind the scenes, 

45-minute backstage tours can be scheduled (reservations required for groups of 20 or more).  

Visit various production departments, including the shops where the costumes, sets and props are 

expertly crafted by expert artisans.   

 

Mill City Museum.  From a Baking Lab to an 8-story elevator ride through an exhibit, Mill City 

Museum is an adventure for the senses.  Built into the ruins of what was once the world’s largest 

flour mill, Mill City Museum is located on the historic Mississippi Riverfront. Here, visitors of all 

ages learn about the intertwined histories of the flour industry, the river, and the city of 

Minneapolis. 

 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres.  No tour would be complete without attending a performance at 

the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre.  The famous Chanhassen Dinner Theatre is the nation’s largest 

professional dinner theatre, and the largest privately owned restaurant in the state of Minnesota.  

Large-scale musicals are the standard fare in the Main Dinner Theatre where productions run 

anywhere from six to twelve months.  The second largest theatre is the Fireside Theatre which is 

home to many well-known comedies, classic plays and small musicals. 

 

For all your group booking needs, contact Denise Olsen, CTIS -   Sr. Tourism Director at  

651-675-5542 or denise@eaganmn.com. 
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